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New Display at SCAC!
If you haven’t been to the art center lately, come 
in and check out our newest addition!
▶ More in Arts Expression

Moving to Montana 
On April 23rd the Indiana house said farewell to 
our amazing ranch man, Anthony Capra, who is 
moving to Montana!
▶ More in Home Life

#WorkplaceStories
June is Home Life! We offer an array of over 30 affordable 
housing options for the people we support, including group 
homes, apartments, living with family, Shared Living, or being 
a homeowner.  Send all #WorkplaceStories to: 

https://tinyurl.com/BHWPhotos
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National Nurses Week
Thank you to our amazing nursing staff, for all 
your hard work and dedication to the people we 
support, especially this last year!
▶ More in Specialty Services
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National Nurses Week 
Thank you to our amazing nursing staff, for all 
your hard work and dedication to the people 
we support, especially this last year!
Thank you to Kimberly, Amber, Tara, Andrea, Missy, Aspen, & Kayla!
May 6-12 is National Nurses Week, so let’s show our nursing team some love!

Assistive Technology: Tech Tips
If people are considering purchasing a new 
device, whether it’s a computer, tablet, or 
TV; please complete a tech referral and we 
can assist with making sure that the device 
is able to be connected to the person served 
network. Please complete the AT Permission 

sheet and return to the AT department and we would 
be happy to assist the person served with setting up 
and problem solving. 
Please note, if we do not assist with recommendations 
and purchase we may not be able to help with setting 
up and support of the device. The person served 
network is a closed WiFi system and devices are 
connected by inputting the MAC address. The MAC 
address identifies the device on the network. 
Tablets that are very inexpensive or off brand often 
have a revolving MAC address, so every time you 
power off and on the MAC address changes. These 
are not able to be connected to the person served 
network.  A new feature for internet safety that is 
becoming more widely used are randomized MAC 
addresses, each time you change a WiFi address it 
switches the MAC address. 
If you are having difficulty connecting to the person 
served network, you can use the following suggestions 
to see if this will solve the issue. These are only for 
person served devices or personal devices. Do not 
do this on company owned devices. If you are having 
difficulty with agency devices please submit an IT 
Help Desk ticket.

iOS
1. Open the Settings on your iPhone, iPad, or iPod, 

then tap Wi-Fi or WLAN.
2. Tap the information button next to the network 

monitored.
3. Turn off Private Address. 
4. Re-join the network. 

Android 
1. Open the Settings.
2. Tap Network & Internet -> Wi-Fi.
3. Tap the gear icon associated with the network 

monitored. 
4. Tap MAC address type.
5. Tap Phone MAC.
6. Re-join the network. 

Windows
1. Select the Start button, then 

select Settings  > Network & 
Internet > WiFi  > Manage known networks.

2. Choose the network monitored, then select 
Properties, Turn off Use random hardware 
addresses for this network.

3. Re-join the network. 
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Cinco de Mayo…Here comes Fir! 
Submitted by Mary Lee
Fir staff and people supported prepare for holidays each 
month with upcoming window art!  This month we are 
preparing for Cinco de Mayo!  

Anthony Capra Moving to Montana
Submitted by Hailey Rick
On April 23rd the Indiana house said farewell to our amazing ranch man, Anthony Capra. Anthony 
is getting to live out his dream of being in Montana and being closer to his family and their ranch. 
Anthony was friends with so many amazing people throughout his time here at Black Hills Works 
and will surely be missed by everyone who had the pleasure of knowing him. He is looking forward 
to new adventures! Anthony taught everyone he knew how to celebrate the simple pleasures in life 
and he always brought a smile to everyone’s face. His time with Black Hills Works will always be 

a wonderful memory for him, especially considering everyone who made his life here special. He had a 
wonderful, heartfelt good-bye from staff and friends at Indiana house. He left Black Hills Works with a huge 
smile on his face, excited to begin this chapter of life in Montana.  

Mary’s Mountain Cookies and March Madness NCAA Bracket 
Challenge 
Anyone who knows Ed Kopp knows that he likes watching sports on TV almost 
as much as he likes participating! Ed is also very knowledgeable about the 
teams and how they are doing as a season progresses. So, when Mary’s 
Mountain Cookies sent out a March Madness NCAA bracket challenge, 
Jameson McClain, DSP at Parkview, challenged Ed to participate.  “Ed and I 
talk about sports a bunch. I figured it would be a good way to do something 
together.”
Ed and Jameson filled out their brackets together.  Ed filled out his own bracket, 
then helped Jameson with his.  And, thanks to Ed’s knowledge about the teams, 
they both won a dozen cookies from Mary’s Mountain Cookies, the grand 
prize!  “It was cool!  Both of us are sports nuts, so it was a fun experience!”
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New Display at Suzie Cappa
Submitted by Tammie Quinn
The Suzie Cappa Art Center (SCAC) was founded in 2001 in memory of Suzie 
Cappa, an artist who inspired many, and received services from Black Hills 
Works.  The center’s initial vision was to provide a supportive environment that 
fostered creative expression for artists of all abilities, and has developed into an 
incredibly inspiring space for anyone that walks through the doors.
If you haven’t been to the art center lately, come in and check out our newest 

addition!  A new display has been dedicated to showcase Suzie’s original art pieces, thanks to her 
family that partnered with the center to create this beautiful presentation.  Thanks to Perfect Hanging 
Gallery, Suzie’s original pieces have lovely frames to better display her art.  
Reproduction prints of Suzie’s art can be purchased at the SCAC.  Thanks to the generosity of Suzie’s 
family, all proceeds from the sale of her art directly benefits the art center and the artists who work here.
SCAC is open Monday through Friday from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm if you want to come down and check 
out all the lovely art work!
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Storm Forecast
Submitted by Amy Pipke
Storm athletes and fans, It feels so good to have Special Olympics events back!! Rapid City 
Storm has 85 athletes participating in Track and Field events this year!! That’s HUGE!!!   
A BIG HIGH FIVE to everyone making this happen!!!

Here is the current plan for area Springs 
Games and area Summer Games:

May 22, 2021: Spearfish at Black Hills State 
University:

 » Indiana
 » Community Homes
 » St Cloud
 » CSS – Family Homes/Day Services

June 26, 2022:  Belle Fourche High School 
Track (note the location change):

 » Parkview
 » ED D
 » Wisconsin
 » Lacrosse
 » Minnesota
 » ITS
 » CSS – Independent living

Each residential home, and/or family will be responsible for their own transportation to and from.
To adhere with CDC guidelines of 50 people or less for an event, SOSD is scheduling each delegation a 
block of time to compete.  There won’t be opening ceremonies or an awards ceremony.  SOSD will tally all 
of the scores and mail out awards after the event.  
Only registered Athletes, Coaches and Chaperones will be allowed in the competition area!  This will be 
strictly enforced.  As soon as I receive RC Storm’s time block for the May 22nd event, I will email the QSS 
and FLL directly.  Please adhere to these time frames.  As much fun as it is to watch others compete, doing so 
will interfere with the 50 people or less guidelines.
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call or email me. GOOOO STORM!!!

Upcoming Events:  
• State Equestrian will be held in Huron SD on July 

12 – 13. Watch for future info to come!

Kathy Gives Back
Submitted by Brittany Hargens
Kathy Brandner, a resident at Fir, does volunteer projects for her ISP every 
month.  For the month of April, she bought snacks, water, and Gatorade 
for the firefighters fighting the fire here in Rapid City. She delivered the 
products she purchased to the fire station on Main Street and they were 
so thankful for her contribution to the hard-working firefighters working 
around the clock to put the fire out. We here at Fir are very proud of 
Kathy for doing this as well and giving back to the community!

Storm’s Athlete of the 
Month...Tim Kopp
Tim has been involved with 
Special Olympics for 18 years!  
He is involved with basketball, 
swimming, softball, bowling, 
bocce ball, and track and 
field!  He loves being able to 
participate and have fun!  For 
more about Tim, check out the 
Storm’s Facebook page!
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Alyssa Flannery & Doreen Schulze help 
clean up Rapid City by picking up trash 

along Campbell St.

Mines Buddies Back Again
Submitted by Michelle Mechaley
Mines Buddies and Mines Students were blessed with an amazing experience for their first event 
together since last year---A SUITE at the Rush Game!  As part of the Rush’s Gala sponsorship in 
2020, they donated the use of a suite, so we were able to watch the game from prime seating, 
enjoy bottomless popcorn and soda and have pizza delivered to us.  This "SUITE" experience was 
a first for all of the Buddies that attended.  Great lifelong memories were made...Thank you to the 
Foundation and Rapid City RUSH!!!

Spook 'n'
splash

October 30,  2021

2021 RAPID CITY POLAR PLUNGE

Save the date!
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Henry’s Volunteer Video
Check out Henry’s volunteer 
video! Thank you, Henry, for 
all your hard work at Flutter!
vimeo.com/538171620

Unique Auto had their open house and ribbon cutting on April 27th!
Thanks to everyone that came out to support us! 

If you are looking for something to do for about an hour, grab 
some popcorn and watch “Variations on HOPE!”  You could even 
show it as a movie night if you would like…fun for all! To watch this 
awesome performance, go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGWPcW_dn7U&t=1s
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We need some BHW staff to help out at  
the Putt-N-Pub on May 22. 

Help is needed at registration and selling raffle tickets. If 
you are interested in being a part of this fun-filled event, 
please contact Carrie Moser for more information!  It will 

be a great time!

It’s that time of year to send in your nominations for the 
Lifetime Achievement Award winners that will be honored at 

our Annual Recognition Gala on November 6th.  

All nominations need to be  
submitted to Carrie Moser  

by May 14th!

THANK YOU to our Specialty Services Sponsors!

Carrie Moser:
cmoser@bhws.com | ext.6207 

Play Ball!
Do you have a person supported that would 
like a season ticket to Post 22?  If so, give 
Carrie a call!  The Foundation has several 
season tickets for people supported and 
would love to get them out soon!  Call today! 

Save The Date:
Black Hills Works Day at  

Post 22 is July 6th!
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WELCOME NEW STAFF! 
Stay in touch with the Foundation and 
your fellow employees through our social 
media platforms, the Workplace newsletter and our website. We 
also have a private employee Facebook group just for you, so 
be sure to click ‘join’ to send a request to be added. Questions? 
Don’t hesitate to contact your friendly Foundation family. Submit a 
Foundation request or email foundation@bhws.com

WELCOME NEW STAFF! 
Stay in touch with the Foundation and 
your fellow employees through our social 
media platforms, the Workplace newsletter and our website. We 
also have a private employee Facebook group just for you, so 
be sure to click ‘join’ to send a request to be added. Questions? 
Don’t hesitate to contact your friendly Foundation family. Submit a 
Foundation request or email foundation@bhws.com
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Elizabeth Warner: Raider Café’s Employee of the Month-
March 2021
Submitted by Paul Warren
Elizabeth (Liz) Warner was selected as Raider Café’s employee of 
the month for March 2021.  Liz primarily works as a cashier during 
breakfast and lunch shifts.  She completes all cashier tasks with good 
customer service and attention to detail.  Liz also works in the clipper, 
mess attendant dining area and other food service utility areas.  She 
is proficient in her performance along with the necessary quality steps 
of each task plus what is expected of her.  Liz has been instrumental in 
work coverage and ensuring our customers are taken care of, especially 
during this last year.  She is a capable and independent worker, and 
has a good relationship with her coworkers and supervisors.  Liz is 
always pleasant and polite to all she encounters during her work shift 

from the dining customers, military, contract personnel, staff and co-workers; she is a pleasure to 
have on the food service crew.

Recognition for Work Achievement
Submitted by Paul Warren
Jeff Elwood has been working at Raider Café since August 2013.  He enjoys 
working with the staff, especially visiting and seeing his boss, Carl, who has 
known Jeff a long time.  Jeff makes his schedule every day and works up to 
five days a week.  Jeff enjoys working in the food service contract clipper, 
but mainly he enjoys the pots and pans cleaning area.  He assists with the 
end of day shift clean-up.  Jeff is a hard worker that can be commended on 
making his assigned work schedule every day.  He has a quiet nature due to 
his personality but he knows what he wants and takes care of his concerns.  
Jeff works hard while at work and is versatile member of our crew providing 
good customer service.
Thank you Jeff for your work efforts and support to the Raider Café Food 
Service Team!

Offutt Celebrates 25 years! 
Submitted by Terry Wilson
Offutt Food Services celebrated 
25 years last month! We have 
9 original employees that have 
been with us since we first got this 
contract, and they still love doing 
what they do!  Major Ortega and 
Sgt Baldwin, along with regional 
manager Bill White, participated 
in handing out certificates and 
serving pizza and cupcakes.  
Go team Offutt!!!

Annette Thomas Ward Bruce Tinnell Dale Thorton

Jason Gerken Kim Pierce Renate Smith
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It Takes A Team….
Submitted by Tara Blasius and Heather Jansen 

The Employment Support team is made up of an amazing group of diverse individuals and 
it is this diversity that makes them a successful team.
Since July 2020 the Employment team has placed 59 people into jobs in the Rapid City 
community.  They have provided follow along supports to 46 people and completed tours 
of many new businesses that have a potential for employing people we support.  
The Employment Support team also has a partnership with the Rapid City Area School 
District on Project Skills.  Project Skills is a work program that provides educational 
experiences to students with disabilities.  The student receives classroom credit as well as a 
paycheck for the work experiences.  During the 2020/2021 school year the Employment 
team has supported 33 students within the school district.  27 of these students have 
been placed in jobs within the community to gain employment experiences while 2 are 
volunteering to gain experience.  
The ESS team consists of the Director of Employment Support, Heather Janson, and the 
Employment Support Specialists:  Kathy LaForest, Sara Renton, Jared Viger, Amy Tatge, 
Kris Owen, Eilan DuToit, Matt Klinger, and Ashley Croston.  
Heather states that employment is a joint effort with the inter-departments, teachers, conflict 
free case managers, vocational rehabilitation, and community businesses all working in 
conjunction to support the job seeker.  “My team does a phenomenal job of wearing many 
hats, some all at the same time and keeping current on the training required to provide a 
good service to the job seeker.  They each have a heart and mission to help the job seeker 
to develop an employment plan that is in line with the job seekers employment goal.”
The department did say farewell to three members of their team who chose to move 
to a new path within the agency.  Their contribution to the team during their time was 
invaluable.  We wish the best of luck to Nichole, Mykayla, and Stoney.  
A big thank you to the ESS team and their continued commitment to seek and obtain 
employment options for the people we support.
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Check out the new stickers on the 
back of some of our buses!

(Refer someone to BHW! Remember, we have 

a great Refer & Earn bonus program!)
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Excellence in Safety 
Submitted by Kevin Bybee
The Black Hills Works Safety Team 
presents the first quarterly “Excellence 
in Safety” Award for 2021 to Porscha 
Grewell, recognizing her outstanding 

contributions to the culture of safety within our agency. 
This award honors Black Hills Works employees who 
go above and beyond to ensure the health and safety 
of the people they support and their coworkers. Porscha 
has demonstrated, through her actions at Plant Street 
and the Indiana house, that she excels in environmental 
awareness, crisis response, and remains calm under 
pressure. Especially notable are the 5 separate occasions 
within the last year in which Porscha administered 
the Heimlich maneuver successfully to save people 
supported and a co-worker from choking. Additionally, 
in one instance, Porscha successfully administered CPR, 
saving the person’s life. After each of these crises, 
Porscha provided education and coaching to her 
coworkers to help them prepare for potential crises in 
the future. Thank you for demonstrating “Excellence in 
Safety.”  Although Porscha is no longer working with 
BHW, we are grateful for all she has done for the people 
we support!  Congratulations Porscha!

If you know someone who is a Safety Star in your area, I want to know! Be safe out there!

SOCIAL CALENDAR
Do you have any good photos and/or stories of making 
dinner, game night, trips to Walmart, having fun in the 

homes or in the office, etc.? Please send all your social media 
inspiration to the Foundation’s #WorkplaceStories link:  

www.dropbox.com/ 
request xzpOQhD5fM7V76uBPhvr
 May 4th ................. Star Wars Day

 May 5th ................. Cinco de Mayo

 May 14th ............... Chicken Dance Day

 May 16th ............... Drawing Day

 May 24th ............... Tiara Day

Save The Date:

Staff Picnic
July 23
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